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A Sudden Violent Burst of Rain 
Audio Description Introduction

Welcome to this audio introduction to A Sudden Violent Burst of Rain at Gate Theatre Camden.  A Sudden Violent Burst of Rain is written by Sami Ibrahim and directed by Gate Theatre's Associate Director Yasmin Hafesji.  It is a Gate Theatre, Paines Plough and Rose Theatre production.
The production takes place in a new theatre space for the Gate: Gate Theatre Camden – a fully accessible space at 26 Crowndale Road; a 5 minute walk from King’s Cross and Mornington Crescent tube stations and Camden Road overground station.
The play contains swearing, references to sex and death.  It lasts for 70 minutes without an interval.  This introduction has been written by Ruth James.
We all live under the same sky.
It’s just that, beneath that sky, there’s some arsehole saying “don’t stand here, stand over there and shut your mouth”.’
Elif shears sheep for a rich landowner. Every other waking hour she spends queuing outside the palace, hoping that the King will let her live within the city walls. 
She comes from a far-away land.
She is searching for sanctuary.
And this is what we call a hostile environment.


After entering the main doors to Gate Theatre, Camden, the bar is to your left.  The theatre space is entered by a wide double door in the right-hand wall, flanked with thick black curtains, drawn back on each side, leading to a small lobby space, then another double door opens into the theatre itself.   Like the original Gate, the theatre space is a long, rectangular room – but it is much larger, about 15 metres by 8, with a slightly uneven polished parquet floor.  The walls and ceiling are painted black, while high above us hangs a lighting rig of silver scaffolding poles, hung with stage lights. 

This production is staged in the round, with a central acting space about 4 metres in diameter.  The seating is arranged in small curved blocks of chairs, with six gaps between them - the largest gap nearest the entrance to the theatre. The front rows of chairs have square metal frames and are upholstered with red cloth, and behind them are tall bar stools with back and seats upholstered in black leatherette.  At the end opposite the entrance are two rows of tiered seats, with steps in the centre.  

These gaps serve as exits and entrances, with a door leading out on each side of the tiered seating.  The actors also sit in the gaps during the show, to watch the action when they’re not directly involved, and just before the show begins, small black wooden boxes are placed in these gaps to be used as seats.

In the centre of the circular acting space is a large wooden trunk, about the size of a coffee table, bound with metal hasps and flat on top.  It was painted a dark blue but is now tatty and browning.  In the centre of its surface is placed a small wooden sheep and leaning against one side is a small cloth drawstring bag.  This contains tiny wooden houses with red or blue painted roofs, along with taller towers with fairy-tale pointed tiled roofs.

Beyond this trunk and to the left, in one of the gaps, is a smaller trunk of rusted dark brown metal, with a rounded top, and to its left as you enter, in front of one block of seats, is a third, smaller trunk.  This is also metal and has a rounded top, but is a faded light blue.  On top, is a skeletal Ram’s head with long, delicate curving horns that end in sharp points; its round, empty eye sockets black in the light. 

In this production, the main lighting state is a bright white, but during tender moments the lights glow a warm gold, with a pink tinge, and during storytelling moments they are also golden, but sometimes with a slight blue aura.

There are three actors: one, Sara Hazemi, plays the central character Elif, while Princess Khumalo and Samuel Tracy play a variety of characters.  All three also narrate the story.  Helpfully, the characters often introduce themselves, and sometimes add costume as identifiers.  All the costumes are pale, as if dyed with natural dyes, in faded fawn, beige or khaki green, in natural fabrics of cotton and denim.

Elif is the first to speak.  She is a slender young woman, with a clear, open olive-skinned face, with fine features and large dark eyes, clad in shades of pale fawn and beige.  Her brown lace-up boots are muddy, with thick socks folded over the tops, over pale leggings and under a calf-length cotton dress with a smocked top and two bulging pockets on the skirt.  Over this, Elif has a loosely crocheted cardigan, in a slightly darker colour.  Elif’s dark, curly hair is tied back into a short ponytail, and held in place at the sides with slides.

The second actor to speak is Princess Khumalo.  She wears a pale khaki green dress, with a matching head band holding her smooth, shoulder-length chestnut brown hair in place.  She too wears sturdy boots, with straps that circle round them, and thick socks, folded over to reveal her bare brown legs.  As the Landowner, she adds a knitted brown jacket and adopts a supercilious manner, while as the Gatekeeper, her voice roughens and her friendly face scowls, her dark eyes expressing contempt.  

Samuel Tracy is third to speak.  His black hair is short at the sides and back, and one finger length long at the top, standing up with a curly texture from his slightly stubbled, dark-brown face.  He wears thick denim, khaki-green trousers, held up with both belt and braces over a bumpily textured top and heavy work boots.  As the Son, he adds a khaki cotton jacket and softens his manner, while as a Worker, his manner is rougher, and more assured.

There are yet more characters who make cameo appearances, with appropriate alterations by the actors in manner and voice.

Very few props are used – a set of Russian Matryoshka dolls, folded papers, metal buckets full of water with cloths wrung out into them to sound like rain, and those I’ve already mentioned, such as the sheep and the ram’s head.  Others I’ll reveal as the play continues.

Cast and Creatives
Elif is played by Sara Hazemi
Actor Two is Princess Khumalo
Actor Three is Samuel Tracy

Creative Team
ASM – Olivia Page
Stage Manager – Roshan Conn
Dramaturg – Dierdre O’Halloran
Assistant Director – Joelle Ikwa
Movement Director – Yami Lőfvenberg
Sound Associate – Kayode Gomez
Composer and Sound Designer – Roly Botha
Lighting Production – Ariane Nixon	
Lighting Designer – Jessica Brigham
Designer – Ryan Dawson Laight
Director – Yasmin Hafesji
Writer – Sami Ibrahim

If you would like any more information about your visit to the Gate Theatre Camden please check with the Box Office on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 11am – 5pm on 020 7229 0706.  Their website is www.gatetheatre.co.uk.  

